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106.42.250 – Temporary Uses  106.42.250

This Section describes short-term activities that may not comply with normal development standards of
the applicable zoning district, but may otherwise be acceptable because of their temporary nature.  

A. Permit Requirement. Short-term activities as described below may be authorized through the
issuance of a Temporary Use Permit. An application for a Temporary Use Permit shall be filed and
processed in compliance with Chapter 106.60 (Permit Application Filing and Processing). It is the
responsibility of the applicant to produce evidence supporting the required findings.

B. Exempt temporary activities. The following temporary activities are allowed without a Temporary
Use Permit. Temporary activities that do not fall within the following categories shall comply with
Subsection C below.

1. Agricultural products grown on-site . The sale of agricultural products on the site where
product is grown.

2. City-sponsored events .  Special events approved and sponsored by the City.

3. Construction Staging Areas - On-site. On-site contractors' staging area for an approved
construction project. The construction area shall be removed immediately upon completion of
the construction project, or the expiration of the Building Permit authorizing the construction
project, whichever occurs first.

4. Deliveries. Delivery activities of any establishment with a fixed place of business, which only
delivers its products, services, or goods to a specified address in response to a customer
request, order, or invoice previously placed through that fixed place of business.

5. Door-to-Door Solicitation. Door-to-door solicitation in a residential area (this provision does not
grant permission to solicit where an individual homeowner has posted a notice of “No
Solicitation” or similar wording).

6. Emergency facilities.  Emergency public health and safety facilities and activities.

7. Garage sales. No parcel may have more than three sales per year, and no sale may exceed
two consecutive days.

8. Public park events. Organizations selling goods or merchandise on park property with prior
written authorization from the Sunrise Recreation and Park District.

9. Public property. Activities conducted on public property including parks, schools or property
under control of the City.

10. Special Event or Sale. Special event or sale that is held within a completely enclosed building
and would be permitted under the applicable land use table.

11. Temporary work trailers. A trailer or mobile home used as a construction office, or a temporary
work site for employees of a business, provided that:

a. The use is authorized by a Building Permit for the trailer, and the Building Permit for the
permanent structure;

b. The use is appropriate because:

(1) The trailer or mobile home will be in place during the construction of a subdivision,
or the construction or remodeling of a permanent commercial or manufacturing 
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structure for a maximum of one year, or upon expiration of the Building Permit for 
the permanent structure, whichever first occurs; or

(2) The applicant has demonstrated that the temporary work site is a short-term 
necessity for a maximum of one year, while a permanent work site is being 
obtained; and

c. The trailer is removed prior to final building inspection or the issuance of a certificate of
occupancy for the permanent structure.

12. Vending On Demand. Vendor shall maintain a valid City business licenses, County health
permit, and comply at all times with all other applicable City and governmental requirements. 

C. Allowed temporary uses. A Temporary Use Permit may authorize the following temporary activities
within the specified time limits. Other temporary or short-term activities that do not fall within the
categories defined below shall instead comply with the planning permit requirements and
development standards that otherwise apply to the property.

1. Auto and RV sales. The temporary outdoor sales of autos, mobile homes, boats, and RV’s
may occur on any paved site within a GC, SC, AC, or commercial SPA zone for a period of
three consecutive days every three months not to exceed 12 days in a calendar year. The
temporary sale may be set up one day prior to the three-day sale and taken down one day
following the sale.

2. Construction staging areas – off-site. Off-site contractors' staging area for an approved
construction project subject to the following development standards:

a. Appearance/ safety. The Contractor shall erect and maintain temporary fencing and/or
screening as needed to keep the site safe. Perimeter fencing shall be setback a
minimum of five feet from the curb/sidewalk or street in the case of no sidewalks, to
allow passage by pedestrians. The City may require additional fencing and screening
methods depending on location of the temporary construction staging area.   

b. Dust control. The Contractor shall implement and maintain appropriate “Best
Management Practices” at the site and along adjacent streets to minimize dust, erosion
and sediment in accordance with State and local laws and to the satisfaction of the City.

c. Noise .  All activities shall comply with the City’s Noise Ordinance.

d. Notification . The contractor shall notify in writing all residents within 500 feet of the
construction staging area of the activities that will be occurring at the site. The notice
shall include a contact name and phone number of a person responsible for the
management of the temporary construction staging area.

e. Permit time limit. A Temporary Use Permit for an off-site construction yard may
authorize the yard for up to one year. In the circumstance that a project extends
beyond one year, the applicant shall file for a new Temporary Use Permit.  

f. Setbacks . Loose material (dirt, rock, sand, etc.) shall not be stored within 20 feet of a
residential building.  

g. Signage . The contractor shall erect and maintain a sign at the entrance to the
temporary construction staging area indicating: “Temporary Construction Staging Area”,
the name of the Contractor performing the work, and a 24 hour emergency phone
number of a person responsible for the management of the temporary construction
staging area.
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h. Vacation of area. Within 10 working days of substantial completion of the project, the
Contractor shall remove all construction materials, equipment, and temporary fencing
and apply appropriate permanent erosion control measures to the satisfaction of the
City.  

3. Location filming. The temporary use of a specific site for the location filming of commercials,
movies, videos, etc., for the time specified by the Director, but not to exceed one year.

4. Mobile home or travel trailer for night watchman. A mobile home or travel trailer at an existing
business, as a temporary residence for a night watchman.

5. Model homes. A model home or model home complex may be authorized prior to the
completion of sales in a residential subdivision.

6. Temporary real estate sales offices. A temporary real estate sales office may be established
within the area of an approved development project, solely for the first sale of homes. An
application for a temporary real estate office may be approved for a maximum of one year. An
extension may be granted by the Director.

7. Temporary structures. A temporary classroom, office, or similar structure, including a
manufactured or mobile unit, may be approved for a maximum of one year from the date of
approval, as an accessory use or as the first phase of a development project. An extension of
one year may be granted by the Director. A temporary structure proposed for a longer time
period shall comply with all provisions of this Zoning Code applicable to a permanent structure
on the same site.

8. Promotional sale associated with permanent on-site use. An outdoor promotional sale may
be permitted for 30 days at a grand opening and for 10 days per year thereafter. The
promotional sale shall be for the purpose of promoting a use regularly and lawfully in operation
on the premise.

9. Reoccurring community event. An outdoor event similar to a farmer’s market, street fair or
similar activity that occurs on a regular schedule may be authorized up to one year. Event
coordinator shall file a new Temporary Use Permit annually. Food Vendor Group sites may be
authorized up to one time per week not to exceed 16 times within a 12-month period unless a
greater frequency is granted by the Planning Commission.

10. Seasonal sales. Seasonal sales (i.e., Christmas trees, and pumpkins) are permitted for up to
30 days.

11. Similar temporary activities. A temporary activity that the Director determines is similar to the
other activities listed in this Subsection, and compatible with the applicable zoning district and
surrounding land uses.

12. Special events. A single special event held outdoors including carnivals, safety fairs,
fundraisers, or other similar activity in any zone may be authorized for no more than 10
consecutive days. At the discretion of the Director, the applicant shall be responsible for
notifying adjoining property owners of the event. 

13. Storage containers. Storage containers are allowed in commercial zones with the approval of
a Temporary Use Permit subject to the following development standards:

a. Number of containers Allowed. One (1) container for the temporary storage of
merchandise is allowed. One additional container may be allowed if the user’s business
exceeds 100,000 square feet of gross floor area. 



City of Citrus Heights Zoning Code
October 3, 2016

b. Multi-tenant sites. For sites with multiple tenants, the City may limit the number of
containers within the center or within an area. 

c. Allowable container size. The container may not exceed 40 feet in length or 400 square
feet per container.

d. Permit time limit. No more than one Temporary Use Permit may be allowed per calendar
year. At no time shall a container be kept on site for more than 90 consecutive days,
except that containers allowed for construction activities may be permitted until such time
the construction activities are completed. Temporary storage containers, except
containers allowed as construction activities, not removed by the end of the 90 day period
may be issued a fine for each day over the allowed 90 days that the container remains on
the site, unless an extension is obtained from the Director.

e. Allowable location. The container shall be placed in the least conspicuous location
available.  The final location shall be determined by the Director.

(1) The storage containers shall be placed on a level concrete or asphalt surface at
all times.

(2) Storage containers shall not be stacked on top of another container.

(3) To the maximum extent possible, the storage containers should not be visible to
the motoring public or from residential neighborhoods immediately adjacent to the
property where they are located. The containers may be required to be screened
by use of temporary fencing or some other method if the containers are visible
from public rights of way or residences, as determined by the Director.

f. Other development standards. The storage containers shall be used as an accessory to
a primary use, located in an enclosed adjoining building. 

(1) The containers must be maintained in good condition as they were originally
approved so as not to become unsightly or a nuisance.

(2) A storage container shall not remain on a site if the use it is appurtenant to is
abandoned.

(3) No signage whatsoever shall be allowed on containers.

14. Vending. Vending may be authorized in commercial zones with the approval of a Temporary
Use Permit subject to the following standards:

a. Appearance and storage. The vendor shall maintain the area within which vending
activities occur in a clean, safe, sanitary, and dust-controlled condition. Unless authorized
through the Temporary Use Permit, the vendor shall remove all evidence of vending and
leave the site in a clean state at the close of each business day.  

b. Location on particular roadways . Vending may be restricted or prohibited along specific
roadways, or portions thereof, which, as a result of limited parking, limited line-of-sight,
traffic control impacts, high traffic flow, or other reasons specified, are determined to be
unsafe for vending. This may include restrictions against operating during peak traffic
hours, as determined by the City.  

c. Obstructions, hazards . No vendor shall obstruct vehicular traffic, bicycle traffic, sidewalk
pedestrian traffic, or accessibility to vehicles parked adjacent to the curb, and shall not
create public health or safety hazards. No vending activity shall occur within the traffic
safety visibility area described in Section 106.30.060.E (Height Limit at Street Corners).
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d. Proximity to other items. No vending shall occur within 10 feet of a fire hydrant, fire
escape, building entrance, bus stop, loading zone, handicapped parking space or access
ramp, fire station driveway, or police station driveway. A greater distance or separation
from other uses may be required, under the permit, in order to preserve line-of-sight, or for
other safety reasons.  The vending shall not damage landscaped areas.

e. Residential zoning districts . With the exception of food products, vending shall not be
permitted in a residential zone.

f. Rights-of-way. Vending shall not be permitted in a roadway median, or within any other
public right-of-way unless authorized by the City.

g. Permit display. Each vendor shall maintain a copy of the Temporary Use Permit and
Business License at the location of vending.

h. Signs. Portable signage shall be removed daily. At no time are signs allowed to be
placed within the public right-of-way, on a sidewalk, or in a location that would impede
vehicular or pedestrian traffic.  

i. Tables. Tables for use by customers are prohibited unless authorized through the
Temporary Use Permit. The vendor must be able to demonstrate that areas proposed for
the use of tables, i.e. a plaza, open space area, or similar area has adequate room to not
interfere with on-site travel movements. Sites using tables must demonstrate that
adequate restroom facilities are available for use by customers.

j. Time Limits. Stationary vending is intended to be a temporary activity and may not occur
in a single location more than 180 days within a twelve month period. 

k. Toilet and handwashing facilities. Vendors that remain in place more than one hour
must be situated within two hundred feet travel distance of a legally approved and
permitted toilet and handwashing facility for use by the vendor. Vendors that remain in
place more than four hours must demonstrate that adequate restroom facilities are
available for use by customers. 

l. Vending vehicles or devices. The width, length, and height of all vendor vehicles and
devices shall be subject to review as a part of consideration of the Temporary Use Permit.
The City’s review shall include but not be limited to color, materials, and appearance of
the vending vehicle or device; shade umbrellas; accessories (including ice chests and
trash receptacles); and maneuvering necessary for set-up and takedown. All vehicles
shall comply with the California Vehicle Code and California Health and Safety Code.  

m. Other applicable regulations. Each vendor shall comply at all times with all applicable
City and other governmental requirements, including without limitation, health permit, the
Americans with Disabilities Act, health and safety regulations, this Zoning Code.

D. Development standards. The Director may establish the following standards based on the type of
temporary use using the requirements of the applicable zoning district, and Articles 3 (Site Planning
and Project Design Standards) and 4 (Standards for Specific Land Uses) for guidance:

1. Measures for removal of the activity and site restoration, to ensure that no changes to the site
would limit the range of possible future land uses otherwise allowed by this Zoning Code; 

2. Limitation on the duration of approved "temporary structures," so that they shall not become
permanent or long-term structures; and

1. Other requirements as appropriate to minimize any adverse impacts of the use.
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