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Pedestrian Safety Starts with You: Stay Alert to Protect
People Walking September is Pedestrian Safety Month in
California

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 1, 2024

September is Pedestrian Safety Month in California. The Citrus Heights Police
Department would like to remind drivers to slow down and be alert for people walking on
our roads. Always taking extra precautions can help protect pedestrians and reduce the
risk of crashes and injuries. Walking should always be an easy and safe option for getting
around any community.

According to projections from the Governors Highway Safety Association, 7,318
pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes across the United States in 2023. In California
alone, pedestrian deaths make up more than 27 percent of all traffic-related fatalities,
highlighting the urgent need for increased awareness and safety measures on our roads.

“‘Every step we take towards greater pedestrian safety is a step towards saving lives,"
Citrus Heights Police Department Sergeant Kane Kissam said. "We want to remind
everyone that safety begins with you, whether behind the wheel or on foot. Small actions,
like slowing down, putting away distractions, and yielding at crosswalks, can make a life-
saving difference.”

The City of Citrus Heights will be staffing additional officers throughout September to
enforce and focus on the most dangerous behaviors that put pedestrians' safety at risk.
These violations include speeding, making illegal turns, failing to yield, and running stop
signs.

The Citrus Heights Police Department offers safe driving and walking tips, including
staying off the phone when behind the wheel or walking.

Drivers
¢ Do not speed, and slow down at intersections. Be prepared to stop for pedestrians
at marked and unmarked crosswalks.
¢ Avoid blocking crosswalks while waiting to make a right-hand turn.
e Never drive impaired.

This media release has been prepared by Citrus Heights Police Department Public Information Officers pursuant to
the California Public Records Act and California Government Code Sections § 7923.600 -7923.625 (f).
Media Releases | Citrus Heights, CA - Official Website

f[Y]E]e)



http://citrusheights.net/1248/Media-Releases
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCitrusHeightsPD%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctcallahan%40folsom.ca.us%7C417786ed13ab41ba65cf08db19116e7c%7C1cfb4b4a254c47b48448af71335fd6c0%7C0%7C0%7C638131334884163044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wVtf4cQZKIfFhi7Ej97eNd3sDFjRKqNFXthVHUOgx60%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fcitrusheightspd%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctcallahan%40folsom.ca.us%7C417786ed13ab41ba65cf08db19116e7c%7C1cfb4b4a254c47b48448af71335fd6c0%7C0%7C0%7C638131334884163044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lPBzlGpIXW4JMuF5mmmF79ofDZ8yLpUf3lMiEBTutTs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fcitrusheightspd%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctcallahan%40folsom.ca.us%7C417786ed13ab41ba65cf08db19116e7c%7C1cfb4b4a254c47b48448af71335fd6c0%7C0%7C0%7C638131334884163044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GLd3p43Nf7gytQauvRGgh88i6aHTQwbC10pV2pCSAiE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnextdoor.com%2Fagency-detail%2Fca%2Fcitrus-heights%2Fcitrus-heights-police-department%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctcallahan%40folsom.ca.us%7C417786ed13ab41ba65cf08db19116e7c%7C1cfb4b4a254c47b48448af71335fd6c0%7C0%7C0%7C638131334884163044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CPjUgSQYtgFybMUKLVmJaY4bgRCxPO25Dfuk2Zig10Q%3D&reserved=0

Citrus Heights Police Department Media Release - Pedestrian Safety Starts with You: Stay Alert to
Protect People Walking September is Pedestrian Safety Month in California

September 1, 2024

Page 2 of 2

Pedestrians

e Be predictable. Use signalized crosswalks where drivers may anticipate foot traffic.

e Watch for approaching vehicles and practice due care crossing the street. At 30
MPH, a driver needs at least 90 feet to stop.

e Make it easier for drivers to see you at night. Consider wearing bright colors or
reflective material, and use a flashlight when practical.

e Be careful crossing streets or entering crosswalks at night or on busier streets with
higher speed limits.

Share your thoughts about pedestrian safety by participating in the Go Safely Movement,
a call-to-action traffic safety survey from the California Office of Traffic Safety. Take the
survey at gosafelyca.org.

Funding for this program is provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety,
through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.



