
Storm Preparations 
and El Niño 

in Citrus Heights

Citrus Heights City Council 
Update

October 14, 2026



Agenda
• Brief  History of  Development in Citrus Heights 
• Stormwater Management and 2026 Preparations
• City’s Past Flooding Events
• El Niño: Facts, History, Forecasts, and Unknowns
• Be Prepared - What You Can Do
• Resources
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Development in Citrus Heights
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Development Impacts
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Development Impacts
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History of Stormwater Regulations
• CH was mostly developed in 1960’s & 1970’s (14 Mile House 1849 & few from 1910’s still standing).
• 1968 National Flood Insurance Act  - “FEMA” is created
• 1972 Clean Water Act – Including First  Development Regulations for Stormwater
• 1975 First Flood Maps Established (updated in 1998, 2012, 2024)
• 1990 NPDES Permit Issued to Sacramento County & Incorporated Cities
• 1997 Citrus Heights Cityhood
• 2004 City assumes oversight of  Stormwater Reviews for Developments
• 2006 1st Countywide Stormwater Quality Regulations 
• 2010 City begins complete Drainage & Stormwater Management

General Services Department 
Manages City Drainage, Waterway Assets, and New Development Reviews

(Above Ground) 26 Miles Of  Creeks, 5 Miles of  Concrete Channels, ~55 Miles of  Ditches, and 68 Bridges
(Underground) >20 Miles Of  Storm Drain Pipes, >5,700 Inlets, and >3,000 Manholes
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Creeks and Channels 
(86+ Miles to Protect & Manage)
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Storm Drain System Management is primarily 
funded through City’s Stormwater Fund
(Parcel Taxes & Development Fees)

Goal: Effectively manage stormwater runoff  as a resource 
while improving water quality.

• Creeks
– Debris Removal (Contractors >50 cy/yr removed)
– Vegetation Management (Goats & Contractors)
– Bridge Maintenance (as prescribed by State inspections)

• Storm Drains
– >750 Outfalls into Creeks
– Pipe/inlet cleaning  (150,000-200,000 ft/yr)
– Street Sweeping (12,000 lane-mi/yr; 2,500-3,000 cy/yr)
– Respond to Public Service Requests



Storm Drain Pipes& Outfalls 
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City Storm Preparedness
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Past Flooding in the City
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Historically, the Sacramento region has experienced 
flooding due to heavy rainfall and from flows within 
creeks. Major flooding has occurred within Citrus Heights 
in 1964, 1969, 1972, 1980, 1983, 1986, 1992, 1995, 1997*, 
1998, 2005, and 2012. 
*Citrus Heights was incorporated January 1997.

Other communities within Sacramento County have 
traditionally seen significantly higher impacts. This is due 
to our upstream geography with no major rivers or levees.

The City has 564 acres of  100-year FEMA floodplain   
(1% chance storm). This is 7% of  the City’s land-area, 
including >950 habitable structures.



2025/2026 Stormwater Impacts
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Christmas Week Storm (12/23/25 – 12/26/25)
- Nearly 3” of rainfall total
- Creeks were high before the storm
- 25-year storm (4% chance) during peak hour(s) of rain

New Years Storm (1/1/26 – 1/6/26)
- 2” of rainfall total
- Creeks still very high
- 10-year storm (10% chance) during peak
- Local and Regional Alerts issued for low-lying areas
February “Cold” Storm (2/17/26 – 2/21/26)
- >2” of rainfall (much worse in surrounding areas)
- Cold Days between 30 and 40 degrees
- Creeks were at normal levels
- Minimal impacts within City Limits
April Storm (4/21/26 – 4/22/26)
- ~1.5” of rainfall 
- Creeks were full from persistent rain (near wettest April on record)
- Spring blooms caused localized flooding due to clogged inlet

Greenback Lane / Fair Oaks Blvd 4/21/26

Blayden Court 4/21/26



El Niño
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El Niño
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El Niño
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El Niño
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El Niño
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El Niño
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El Niño
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Be Prepared – What you can do
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Resources
City Website & Resources
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId= 
E-Notify Emergency Alerts  https://www.citrusheights.net/64/Emergency-Alert

County Website & Resources
Alerts & Preparation Planning https://sacramentoready.saccounty.gov/ 
Stream Levels & Rainfall Data  https://www.sacflood.org/
 
National Weather Service (NOAA) Forecasts
https://www.weather.gov/

Need Service? Contact General Services 
916-727-4770
stormwater@citrusheights.net  
See-Click-Fix App

21

https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/419/Be-Storm-Ready---Residential
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/DocumentCenter/View/24352/Online-Flood-Information-Library?bidId=
https://www.citrusheights.net/64/Emergency-Alert
https://www.citrusheights.net/64/Emergency-Alert
https://www.citrusheights.net/64/Emergency-Alert
https://sacramentoready.saccounty.gov/
https://www.sacflood.org/
https://www.weather.gov/
mailto:stormwater@citrusheights.net


Resources
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SANDBAGS AND SAND ARE HERE
Sand sites:
- City Hall - 6360 Fountain Square Drive
- C-Bar-C Park - 8273 Oak Avenue

Retrieving bags: City Hall Reception M-F 8am-4pm
*Small amount available at City Hall location on weekends. 
Limit to 10 bags/residence (bring ID or utility bill for 
verification)
Expanded Weekend Distribution! 
- 10/17/26 City Hall from 9am to 12pm
- 10/24/26 C-Bar-C Park from 9am to 12pm
- 10/31/26 C-Bar-C Park from 9am to 12pm
- 11/7/26 C-Bar-C Park from 9am to 12pm
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