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Kurt Stegen Consulting Arborist
Certified Arborist WE-6356A, State Lic. 494115
Office (916) 652-3840 Cell (916) 709-3840
6299 Horseshoe Bar Rd Loomis CA 95650
kurtstegen@sbcglobal.net

Date:

June 5, 2021

Location: 7828 Auburn Blvd
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
APN: 204-420-031
204-440-026
204-440-003
Customer: Pioneer Baptist Church
7828 Auburn Blvd
Citrus Heights, CA 95619
(916)634-5100

ASSIGNMENT: Kurt Stegen is to do the following:
•
•
•

Twenty-nine trees will be evaluated for a commercial lot in Citrus Heights, California.
Forty-eight trees will be evaluated for a proposed building on the southern lot.
Stegen Consulting will provide an arborist report for the City of Citrus Heights. The report
includes the diameter of the tree (DSH), the radius of the drip line.
The report also evaluates the health of the trees and makes recommendations for follow-up
action.

SUMMARY:
There are twenty-nine trees being evaluated. Eight trees that are in the footprint of the parking lot will
need to be removed. Trees #4, #12, #13, #14, #15, #21, #19 and #23 will need to be removed. Trees
#2, #6, #31 and #37 are in decline, dead or hazardous and should be removed. The remaining trees will
be preserved and fenced during the construction process. The fencing will prevent soil compaction and
protect the root system of the trees from damage.
There are forty-eight trees being evaluated on the south property proposed building site. Nine trees,
#38, #39, #40, #41, #42, #43, #44, #46 and #47 are within the construction footprint and will need to
be removed. The remaining trees will be preserved and fenced during construction. Fencing will
prevent soil compaction and protect the root system of the trees from damage.

THIS REPORT IS LIMITED BY:
• Most of the inspection was done from the ground. Not all tree defects may be visible from the ground.
• Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) did not include diagnostic testing.
METHOD:
Visual Tree Assessment was used to inspect the trees. Species, diameter, and condition were recorded.
The diameter at standard height (DSH, rounded to the half inch) was taken using a Spencer Diameter
Tape.
Tree species, diameter, identification number and condition were recorded in a data dictionary and
transferred to the “Tree Evaluation Form.”
OBSERVATIONS:
The lot is located in Citrus Heights, California. It contains a creek with adjacent riparian vegetation.
The area comprises oak woodland consisting mostly of native oak and a floodplain with riparian trees.
DISCUSSION:
There are twenty-nine trees being evaluated. Eight trees are in the footprint of the proposed parking lot
will need to be removed. Trees #4, #12, #13, #14, #15, #21, #19 and #23 will need to be removed for
the construction of the parking lot. Trees #2, #6, #31 and #37 are dead, in decline or hazardous and
should be removed. The remaining trees will be preserved and fenced during the construction process.
The fencing will prevent soil compaction and protect the root system of the trees from damage.
There are forty-eight trees being evaluated on the south property proposed building site. Nine trees,
#38, #39, #40, #41, #42, #43, #44, #46 and #47 are within the construction footprint and will need to
be removed. The remaining trees will be preserved and fenced during construction. Fencing will
prevent soil compaction and protect the root system of the trees from damage.
Providing a safe environment around the trees is a major concern. I would recommend tree removal
and replacement where there was any question of tree stability or evidence of declining health of the
tree.
After completion of the project and prior to occupation, I would recommend a final evaluation of the
trees by a Certified Arborist to deem the remaining trees safe.
As the project moves forward caution should be taken to protect the root systems. Fencing outside the
drip line of the trees will be required. Changing the grade by removing soil can expose roots. If roots
are encountered, cutting roots measuring larger than an inch in diameter should be avoided. Severed
roots should be cut so there are no ragged edges or tears. Usually pruning shears or handsaws can
accomplish this. If excavations are made and trenches are left open with tree roots exposed, wet burlap

tarps should be used to cover the exposed roots until the soil is replaced. Larger roots can be dug up
and redirected. Covering the roots will help prevent further root damage. The root system is the support
system for the tree, removing or damaging roots can create stability problems for the tree which may
become a hazard to public safety and property.
Trimming limbs that will be interfering with the project should be kept to a minimum. Flush cutting
and removing the branch collar will prevent healing and cavities can form. When removing limbs,
leave a small stub and retain the branch collar. (See diagram below)

The longest horizontal branch, also known as the dripline radius (DLR), measured from the center
point of the tree to the furthest point of the dripline, plus one foot (1’), shall be used as the radius of a
circle around a protected tree.
The Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) shall be protected with 4’-high bright colored plastic tree protective
fencing attached to 5’ “T”-posts (driven 12” into the soil) and set 10’ o.c. max spacing at the outside
edge of this zone. The TPZ fencing is to be maintained in an erect condition all throughout the
construction process. Tree Protection Zone will be established prior to the commencement of any:
grubbing, tree pruning or removals, grading, trenching, excavation, dumping, storage, construction or
grade changes. . The approved TPZ devices shall not be moved or removed unless approval is given
in writing by the City Arborist. Include all trees 6” or greater in diameter on this property and all
protected trees that encroach into or over this property.

SITE MAP:

TREE EVALUATION FORM South Lot Building Site:

TREE EVALUATION FORM North Lot Parking:

CERTIFICATION OF PERFORMANCE:
I, Kurt Stegen, Certify:
•

That I have personally inspected the tree(s) and/or the property referred to in this report and
have stated my findings accurately. The extent of the evaluation or appraisal is stated in the
attached report and the Terms of Assignment;

•

That I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is the subject
of this report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved;

•

That the analysis, options and conclusions stated herein are my own and are based on current
scientific procedures and facts;

•

That my analysis, opinions and conclusions were developed and this report has been prepared
according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices;

•

That no one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated within the
report;

•

That my compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that
favors the cause of the client or any other party nor upon the results of the assessment, the
attainment of stipulated results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events.

I further certify that I am a state licensed Tree Trimming Contractor (State License Number 494115), a
Certified Arborist (ISA# WE-6356), and a member to the International Society of Arboriculture and
American Society of Consulting Arborists. I have been involved in the field of Arboriculture in a full
time capacity for a period of more than thirty years.

Signed:

Kurt Stegen

Date:

June 5, 2021

